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Family Science Day at UCLA

by - Valentino Lara, Karla Santiago,
Nayema Sciaky, Emily Sazo, & Ulises Celis
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WORDS OF
WISDOM

The most exciting phrase
to hear in science, the
one that heralds new

discoveries, is not
"Eureka!" (I found it!)
but "That's funny...”
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Featured Faculty:

Principal’s Message:

The entire staff of Toluca
Lake Elementary would like to wish
all of you a wonderful New Year,
2017. The Parents of Toluca Lake
are very special to us because of all of
your help in supporting the goals set
for your children.

We are really proud of our
PTA and the many Parents who are
working so hard to organize the
meetings, provide support to the
students and do anything they can to
further the learning of the students. If
you are interesting in joining please
look forward to our big registration
drive in January.

Once again have a holiday
season full of joy and warmth with

your families! - Carol Reo-Bove
!

C Cangr

Dec. 16 - Jan. 9 - Winter Break

Jan. 12 - PTA Meeting

Jan. 16 - Dr. King’s Birthday

Jan. 17 - Dr. King Assembly

Jan. 17 - GTLNC Meeting

Jan. 17 - Local Leadership Council

Jan. 21 - Million Women March

Jan. 27 - PTA Walk-a-Thon
Feb. 16 - GTLNC Meeting

Feb. 20 - President’s Day
March 2 - UCLA’s Project

Brainstorm

Mr. Lee Brings his Best Everyday!

by - Tiffany Ramos, Richard Ruvalcaba, & Eliza Araneta
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Seeds of Stem Program Visits Toluca

by ! Addison Leon, Jilianne Ebeung,
Daniel Pacheco, & Sarah Castillo
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Kaiser Permanente Educational Theater

Writers: David Acosta, Kevin Santiago, and Eliza Araneta
Interview Team: Jeanette Franco, Marisha Legan!Johnson, Nate Moluley, and Anthony Cloyd

Actors, healthy ideas, and a whole lot of fun came to
Toluca Lake Elementary School when the Kaiser Permanente
Educational Theatre group visited our school this semester.
They showed students the Amazing Food Detectives, a
performance filled with great choices concerning our health
and bodies.

Food Groups! Yummy selections can balance your
diet and protect your health. We learned that grain, dairy,
vegetables, fruits, & poultry/meat are all delicious and
nutritious! When eating a snack, make sure to look at the back
of the package to see which ingredients your snack contains.
Make sure to drink 8 glasses of water a day since H20, aka
water, helps your joints, muscles, and organs, You need to stay
hydrated to be able to use body parts and move freely.

If you can move freely, try exercising. It helps to keep
your body in top physical and mental condition. Running,
stretching, lifting weights or groceries, and playing a sport are
all helpful exercises. Basketball, baseball, football, tetherball,
and even handball are sports that can keep you active and
exercised. Facts: when you play you sweat; sweat is the water
coming from your body to keep you cooled down while active.
It keeps you healthy. Sweat is another reason to drink lots of
water.

The actors, Anthony, Jeanette, Nate, and Marisha,
enjoy working in the theatre because acting is fun and serious.

Jeanette was inspired to start acting because of the Hispanic
actors and actresses she watched while growing up. Marisha
was inspired to start acting because it seemed like a fun
experience to start with as a career, and learned it was an
amazing activity to take up as a job in life. Anthony chose to
work at Kaiser so he could act, learn more about health, and
play in theatre groups. Nate started working with Kaiser in
2008; he felt that it was an amazing and rewarding opportunity
in performing and that it was pretty fun too.
The Amazing Food Detectives was a wonderful
chance to learn
more about our
health, including
ways to keep our
bodies in top
shape. Thank you
to Kaiser
Permanente’s
Educational
Theatre team for
this amazing way
to detect good
choices for our
healthy bodies!

ACCELERATED READER & EDUCATION CITY ROCK!
by ! Emily Sazo, Kevin Santiago, Richard Ruvalcaba, & Genesis Smith
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Christina Navarro —Rm. 8, Kindergarten, Winner

The Little Boy & Haunted House on Halloween Night
It was a dark and stormy night. In a haunted house there
was a ghost creaking through the scary stairs. In the
basement there was a skeleton. But in the haunted
kitchen there was a zombie.

A little boy walked up to the house. He went into the
kitchen and saw the zombie. The zombie saw him and
was so scared he ran away.

The little boy went outside where he saw a witch soaring
through the skies. Once he saw the witch he said, “ I am
scared, | am scared.”

The witch heard him and said, “Well, well my dear. Do
you want a pot of tea?”

The little boy said, “No, it’s poison.”

“Well, yes, it is poison,” the witch said. “It’s going to
kill you.”

The little boy ran from the witch into the woods, never
to be seen again.

Oscar Martinez — Rm. 2, 2" Grade, Winner

Scary Story
During the day, the monster could be my friend;
he was kind and gentle. We played together; we talked
about whatever was on our minds. We would laugh and
create wonderful memories together. But as soon as the
night arrived, he would become upset.

He was afraid to leave for fear that he would never
return.

As soon as the sun would go down, | would run to my
room and hide under the covers. I'd pull them up to my
head and close my eyes as tight as possible. | knew if |
were to open my eyes, |'d see him inside the wall.

At this time he was no longer my friend; he was an ugly,
scary monster with bright red eyes like fire. He was as
black as the night, and so, hiding came easily for him;
therefore, making it easier to scare me.

| knew he lived for the day he could scare me. | knew
that if | pulled the cover off, he'd attack me! How scary!
| knew no one would believe me.

Kemani Saunders — Rm. 27, 2" Grade

Amira and the Vampire!
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Awesome Alumni:

The Story of My Mom: Daniella Hartley
by - Valentino Hartley
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Our Trip to the San Pedro Floating Marine Lab

by: Ti""any Ramos, Veronica Chicas, David Acosta, and Angie Zavala
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Scary Story Contest

D22 % *1@"S2"""" " *4

“THE CLOSET” by Ephraim Miller (Rm. 13) -
5th Grade Winner
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Teacher Tips

Visiting educational websites is a terrific way to
share new learning experiences with your
children. Students may learn about the world.

You can explore the relative size of both the
largest and smallest items in the universe at:
http://htwins.net/scale2/?bordercolor=white.

Another fascinating website, the
Encyclopedia of Life, provides “global access
to knowledge about life on Earth” at http:/

eol.org/.

The icivics website offers interactive games
that teach about the rights and
responsibilities of citizens. It includes a
number of fun, educational games as well:
http://www.icivics.org/games.

The WatchKnowLearn website offers a
variety of free educational videos 1
organized to make them easily accessible.
You can check it out at: http://
www.watchknowlearn.org/.

You can hear hundreds of bird songs, and
learn about the habitat and characteristics of
each species at: http://www.birdjam.com/

learn.php.

“A Walk in the Woods” from the University of
lllinois takes students on an interactive walk
through the woods to explore nature ¥ from
inside your home. You can go for this
interactive stroll at: http://urbanext.illinois.edu/
woods/.

You can even have a live bird’'s eye view of
bald eagles on the Channel Islands at http://
www.nps.gov/chis/photosmultimedia/bald-
eagle-webcam.htm.

You can become more informed about the
new Common Core State Standards at: http://

www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/

Newsela offers news articles and
comprehension questions geared towards
upper grade students at: https://newsela.com

Students Visit UCLA!

by ! Sarah Castillo, Janelle Bueno,
Eliza Araneta, & Genesis Smith
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Family Reading Night

by ! Daniel Pacheco, \Veronica Chicas,
Kayden Flemming, & Diego Bejarano
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Another activity we did was watch a presentation about reading. The
first presentation was about a kid, James, that didn’t like to read books. Then,
James read the books became magical and then he started to read books.
Another presentation we saw was about a dad and Kkid reading a graphic novel
together. The dad discussed some reading techniques with his son. One
reading technique was putting your finger on the line of text you’ re reading
S0 you don’t get lost.

This family reading night was very fun and exciting. We got to spend
time with our parents. These activities were very fun and interesting. Maybe
next year you could come!

i
I

i Around the Town

--------------------------d

This section of our newsletter features free or inexpensive activities happening “around the town.” We
encourage you to extend your child’s learning by exploring the many cultural activities available in the greater
Los Angeles community.

» Dec. 24 (3:00-6:00 pm - line starts earlier): The 57th Annual L.A. County Holiday Celebration is held at
the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in Los Angeles. This annual free event features a diverse selection of musical
performances celebrating the holidays. You can obtain more information at: <http://www.lacountyarts.org/
holiday.html>.

* Dec. 10-11: The Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) is hosting Los Angeles’ 12th Annual
International Children’s Film Festival. This special event features films for a variety of ages ... and it’s
free! While you’re there, sign up for the Next Gen program at LACMA. Next Gen provides free admission to
LACMA for all children, and one adult per child. You can obtain more information about the film festival at:
<http://www.lacma.org/series/11th-annual-los-angeles-international-childrens-film-festival>.

* Jan. 2-3: You can view Rose Bowl floats up close and personal. Bring your walking shoes ... there’s quite a
few of them! Find out more at <https://www.tournamentofroses.com/events/post-parade>.

* Brighten up your holidays with an all new yuletide tradition, as parts of the L.A. Zoo are transformed with
highly original animal-themed LED light displays and decorations for the winter holiday season. In addition
to the amazing light shows of the past two years, new this year is a laser show set to music boasting majestic
screens of water with projections of fanciful animation and an animal shadow puppet installation complete
with interactive photo-op and a new waterfall feature in the Children’s Zoo: <http://www.lazoo.org/visit/>.
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“SUSPENSE STORY”
by Eliza Araneta (Rm. 17) -
5th Grade

Hey, you’re cheating!” exclaimed Ami.

“Nuh uh! replied Gabe. These children were playing games and enjoying life... or so it seemed. Siblings ages 10 and 13, Gabe and Ami, aka-
Amerada, were about to experience an 8-bit cheat in a little arcade shop.

Click click clack click... jammed buttons and swishing levers on a game controller. “ I'm going to win this round!” Ami competitively shouted. Gabe,
the youngest, suggested they go to the arcade. Why do you want to go there all of a sudden?” asked Ami.

“ I don’t know cause’ I feel like it...”

“ Fine... we’ll go, but only because I want to try out a new cheat code on Pac Man.”
“Yay, we're gonna play arcade games should I put on my sneakers?”

“Yes and dress into something decent, like jeans and a white t-shirt.”

As they walked towards the arcade away from the house they alerted their parents to where they were headed. “ We’re going to be at the arcade,
kay’,” alerted the children. ...No reply, so they repeated. No voices replying, creeping towards the counter, their parents were not there. However a white thin
slip took their place: “We're at another meeting, sorry we’re too busy! Go ahead and make yourselves sandwiches, have fun and play games just don’t play for
more than 2 and a half hours okay. Hope you're asleep by 9:30! Love you!

Sincerely,
Mom and Dad ”

Considering the note, they walked to the arcade.

“Did you bring your roll of quarters?” asked the both of them at the same time.

“JINX!” they replied.

“Ami, Ami, Ami!” Gabe repeated.

“Ugghh, of course we both brought our quarters, now you play your game, and I'll try that new cheat code on Pac-Man I've wanted to try!” Ami
exclaimed from across the game sections.

As Gabe walked over to Qubert he noticed a strange marking behind it. He couldn’t quite make most of what seemed to be, “<> /> <A” or “ left,
right, up, right, left, and up.” The smudged writing at the end of the code looked like up then left/ ~ >. If it weren’t for his curiosity, he wouldn’t have inserted
2 quarters and entered what he had made of the cheat in the game. Shhk shhhk shhk teckk teck vrrrrrr, He screamed out to the clerk and his sister that the
machine was shaking. The clerk wasn’t there and only his sister came to help.

“ What did you do!” a worried Ami asked.

“I just entered a cheat I found...”

“Why would you enter a random cheat?”

“I thought it was safe, here look it’s behind the machine!”

A distressed Ami noticed the dangerous cheat, what gamers considered the Game Over cheat. “Gabe, you really don’t know anything do you....”
exhaled Ami. Vrrrr, vrrrr, shhk, shhhk... it shook even more. The cable connected to the machine let out blue sparks. With no one else in the arcade or at
home they tried to unplug the machine. “It’s not working!” cried out Gabe as they tried to pull the plug out of the outlet. A vortex appeared sucking them mnto
the Qubert arcade machine...

Screams of the two siblings followed... and Gabe woke up in his bed screaming. “ It was just a dream,” he let out in relief. But everything
looked weirder than usual, Ami approached, however Gabe saw a message:

*Your sister, Ami has approached you...

A)! Great her
B.)! Tell her about your dream
Cc)! Tell her to leave your room
Or
D.) Inform her that you feel weird...

=N
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Riddle Me This!
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Super Sleuth Qu.’ Scavenger Hunt

. Name one activity from UCLA s Family Science Day.

. What did Issac Asimov say is the most exciting phrase to hear in

science?

. What does Mr. Lee study at CSUN?
. What topic does the Seeds of Stem focus upon?
. Which group did Toluca Lake students see perform at UCLA?

. Where can you see the 57th Annual L.A. County Holiday

Celebration?

. Who was the favorite teacher of this month’s Awesome Alumni?

. What is the name of one microscopic organism viewed on the

Floating Marine Lab at San Pedro?

. Inwhich scary story can you read about the Dimension of

Happiness?

10. According to the Amazing Food Detectives, what is one way to

keep your body healthy?

Scavenger Hunt: Where is this location found on our campus?
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